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SUBJECT: PROPOSED VISIT TO ALASKA BY PETER VAN VOLLENHOVEN 

1. PETER VAN VOLLENHOVEN, HUSBAND OF PRINCESS MARGRIET 
AND AN ENTHUSIASTIC FRIEND OF THE UNITED STATES, HAS 
DISCUSSED WITH DCM HIS INTEREST IN VISITING ALASKA TO 
ATTEND THE WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP OF HUSKY RACING, WHICH 
HE UNDERSTANDS WILL BE HELD IN ANCHORAGE, FEBRUARY 16-17. 

VAN VOLLENHOVEN, A HUSKY OWNER, AND FANCIER WANTS TO CAPITALIZE 
ON THE OCCASION TO PRODUCE A DOCUMENTARY FILM COVERING 
NOT ONLY THE HUSKY COMPETITION BUT ALSO A SYNOPSIS OF 
THE ENVIRONMENT AND ACTIVITIES OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 
INCLUDING FOR EXAMPLE AN INTERVIEW WITH THE GOVERNOR, 

FOOTAGE ON NATIONAL PARKS, THE NORTHERN SLOPE, ETC. 

2. VAN VOLLENHOVEN HAS THE O.K. IN PRINCIPLE OF 
VAN HILLO (PROTESTANT TV STATION NCRV) WHOM VAN 
VOLLENHOVEN DESCRIBES AS THE BEST TV DOCUMENTARY PRO- 
DUCER IN THE COUNTRY. (VAN HILLO PRODUCED A FIRST-CALL FILM 

ON QUEEN JULIANA'S 25TH ANNIVERSARY LAST SEPTEMBER). VAN VOLLENHOVEN 
DESCRIBES THE MAJOR PURPOSES OF THE FILM AS PUTTING ALASKA ON THE 
MAP FOR THE DUTCH AUDIENCE, STIMULATING INTEREST IN 
DUTCH TOURISM TO ALASKA AND GENERATING FURTHER UNDER- 
STANDING OF AND GOOD WILL TOWARD THE UNITED STATES. HE 
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AND 2 OR 3 OTHER NCRV STAFF) PFUS POSSIBLY PRINCESS 
MARGRIET IF SUITABLE ARRANGEMENTS CAN BE MADE. HE 
WOULD PLAN TO ARRIVE IN ALASKA ON FEBRUARY 14 AND 
AFTER ATTENDING AND FILMING THE HUSKY CHAMPIONSHIP 
WOULD LIKE TO TRAVEL TO OTHER PARTS OF THE STATE TO 
COMPLETE HIS DOCUMENTARY, RETURNING TO THE NETHERLANDS 
AROUND FEBRUARY 21 . HE ADDED THAT KLM, FOR WHOM VAN 
VOLLENHOVEN WORKS AS AN ADVISOR, WANTS TO SUPPORT 
THE PROJECT AND IS PLANNING TO HAVE ONE OF ITS HOSTESSES 
AWARD A MEDAL IN THE HUSKY CHAMPIONSHIP. 

3. ACTION REQUESTED: PTE ASF, CONTACT GOVERNOR OF 
ALASKA'S OFFICE TO CONFIRM DATES AND PLACE OF HUSKY 
CHAMPIONSHIP AND CONVEY INTEREST OF PETER VAN VOLLENHOVEN 
TO DO TV DOCUMENTARY AS DESCRIBED ABOVE WITH COOPERATION 
AND ASSISTANCE OF ALASKA AUTHORITIES. YOU CAN SAY THAT 
EMBASSY SUPPORTS VAN VOLLENHOVEN S VISIT AND TV PROJECT 
AND HOPES THAT ALASKA WILL RESPOND POSITIVELY TO HIS 
INTEREST. VAN VOLLENHOVEN WANTS VERY MUCH FOR THE 
DOCUMENTARY TO REDOUND TO THE BENEFIT OF US-DUTCH 
RELATIONS AND TO ENCOURAGE HIS COMPATRIOTS TO TAKE A 
HOLIDAY IN ALASKA. HIS RECENT VISITS TO THE UNITED STATES - 

BY HIMSELF IN AUGUST 1973 AND WITH HIS WIFE IN SEPTEMBER 
1972 - INSPIRE CONFIDENCE IN HIS ABILITY TO DELIVER ON 
THE TWO BASIC OBJECTIVES, AS HE CONCEIVES THEM, OF HIS 
ALASKAN PROJECT. 

4. DCM AND I WILL BE MEETING VAN VOLLENHOVEN ON 

JANUARY 17 FOR FURTHER DISCUSSION. WE WOULD APPRECIATE A REACTION 
FROM THE GOVERNOR S OFFICE, WHICH WE HOPE WILL BE ENCOURAGING, 

TOGETHER WITH ANY FACTUAL INFORMATION OR SUGGESTIONS 
WHICH WILL BE HELPFUL IN PLANNING VAN VOLLENHOVEN'S 
VISIT AND MAKING THE NECESSARY ARRANGEMENTS FOR HIS 
TV DOCUMENTARY PROJECT. 

GOULD 
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